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By RICHARD SLUSSER -
Star Stalt Writer .

Agnes E. Meyer, 53, widow of
the former publisher of the
‘Washington Post, died- during
the night afher stinmer home
in Mount Kisco, N.Y.

Mrs. Meyer, who had been
called a “one-woman reform
movement,” had devoted many
years to working for improye-
ments in a vast range of social
services, education and woren’s
rights. | o

Many of the social service pro-
grams received funds from the
Fugene and Agnes Meyer Foun-
dation,

She was horn Agnes Elizabeth
Irnst in New York City, whore
she grew up. She was graduat-
ied from Bavnard College in 1907,
and her interest in reporting be-
gan {kal year when she became
the first woman reporter on the'
old New York Morning Sun,

After a year of study at (he
Sorbonpe_in Paris she began her

. . osophy of cd
A . Y ve Boar hairman Lo
fivst boak, “Chinese Painting as” al Reserve Board and ¢ . medical care and int

Reflected in the Thou
of Li-Lung-Micn.”
She married financier FBugene:
Meyer in 1910, and later studied
-al Columbia Universily, Meyer,
who died in 1939, bought the
- Washington Post in 1933, Their
daughter, Katharine Graham, is
now publisher of the Post, .
One of Mrs. Meyer’s early in-
volvements in social work began
In 1512 when she served with a
New York comunittee that estab-
lisked maternity clinics there.

In 1923 she became head of fhe
‘Westehester County Recreation
-Commission, a position she held
for 18 years. Although she had a
family “of her own, Mrs. Meyer
believed that woman’s place was
n more than just the home.

During that period she was
active in New York Republican
politics and was a delegate to
the party’s national convention
n 1924, .

In the 1950s she wrote articles
on social problems and also re-
viewed books by her friend, nov-
elist Thomas Mann. She frans.
‘lated his “The Coming Victory
of Democracy.” Both Presidents
Herbert Hoover and Franklin D.

Roozevelt appointed her o
terms on the Library of Con-
gress trust board,

" Her husband had been ig
volyed in governi Pravas

ght and A;‘t

prom e T write “about women, children
and food on the home front and
also that country’s health pro-
gram. . ‘
In_other articles, written in
the Uniteg States, she cxposed
i “‘shameful social conditions”
people endured in arcas of war
industry concentration, the lag-
ging production and poor morale
m some airplane plants, and
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since 1917, so the family Tivee

here a great deal of that time. Mrs. Meyer
lecturer, spea

He was a governor of the I'eder-

ol the Reconstruction Finance
Corp. board in the 1930s.

Fortune Grew

Mr. Meyer’s fortune grew

from X
rails and motors. Some of his.
enterprises included subsidiaries
of the Anaconda and Kennecott
copper empires, Maxwell Motors
(later  purchased by Walter
,Chrysler) and the National Ani-
line & Chemical Corp.

It was National Aniline that
added mightily to the growing
fortune, however.

segregation in the

tticles appeared as fthe book
i “Journey

1944, .
Mrs. Meyer wag active in
helping veterans after World

War II, and before the w
end had ¢
of a dep
cation and security, Syeh a do-
‘partment was esty
“eight years later,

in 1960, largely becauss of then-
Viee Presid
‘on, she said, St
her
investments in copper, 193¢ i

The Washington Post, wliich;

Army. These

Through Chaos” in

ar's
alled for the creation
arlment of health, edu-

Llished about

Popular Leclupoy

was a popular
king on her phi-
ucation, welfare,
egration,
She quit the Republican party
eni Richard M. Nixy-
) 1e said she cast
first Democratic vote in

y “The  American people  will.
1ot again be fooled hy Mr. Nix-!
on’s public relations staff,” she
said. “They wili be told . | . that
he has grown with his job, that
he is no longer the brash youth
iof 40 who slandered his oppo-
nents, , , » . .
Laler that year Mrs, Meyer
was vice chairman of the Citi-
zens for Kennedy and Johnson,

a circulation of 50,000. Circulg-
tion was up to about 200,000 in
1830, and the paper bought out
a competitor, the Washingion
Times-Herald, in 1954,

He made his wife vice presi-
dent in 1933 and part-owner in
1935. The Washington Post Co.,
of which Mrs, Graham also is

he bought in 1933 at auction with
a sealed bid of $825,600, then had |

Sincere Concern

The rewards of Mr. and Mrs.
Meyer's sincere civic concern
may be scen throughout the city
in such places as the Eugene

ington University Hospital and
the Meyer Elementary School in
Northwest, as well as'in housing
development, children’s theater

president, currently includes
Newsweek magazine and WTOP:
televizion and radio here. Mus.
Graham succeeded her husband,
Philip, after his death in 1963,

Returns {o Reporting

. Mrs, Meycr, while helping to
mold the paper’s policies, re-
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1940s she went to England to

projects, Planned Parenthood
clinics -and in olher prograins in
areas in which inequities existed.
; Mrs. Meyer, as chairman of
the District Auditorium Commis-
sion, long had urged locating the
cultural center in Fozgy Dollom.
She also was a collector and

Khelh b odbotos.2
here. ) BN
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outstanding services and lead-'
ership In Washington.”

Meyer Pavilion of George Wash-!

She was a -member of the!
American Academy of Political'
and Social Science, the National|
} al League, the Cosmo-
politan Club of New York, the
Sulgrave Club and the Womcu‘s'
National Press Club, She also,
had been g trustee of Barnard
College. ;

She was a friend of the Jate
Charles Lang Freer who do-
nated the Freer Gallery of Art
here,. and was the only living
person who was allowed to pre-
sent gifts of art to the museurn. !

Among the many natienal and!
arca awards she received was|
the first Ourisman Memotial}
ward presenied on he-
alf of the Jewish Communily!
enter for her “meritorious and-

Mrs. Meyer lived here at' 1654
Crescent Place N, '

Besides Mys, Graham, she
leaves - two  othep daughlers,
Alrs. Pare Lorenty of Armonk
N.Y., and Mrs. William A, En.
stein of Scarsdale, N.Y.: a son
br. Eugene Meyer 3rd of Balti-’
more, 12 grandehildren and two
great-grandehildren, Another
daughter,  Mrs. Florence
Homolka, died ip 1962,
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